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From Mostly, July and August 1971 NBC NEWS Evening reports of Apollo 15. 


Apollo 15 crew: 
Commander: David R. Scott 
Command Module Pilot : Alfred M. Worden 


Lunar Module Pilot : James B. Irwin 
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at cape kennedy florida today the rocket for apollo 15 was rolled out to its launch pad from the huge vehicle 
assembly building apollo 15 is scheduled to be launched on his trip to the moon on july 26th the rocket 363 
feet tall had to travel three and a half miles to the launch site the huge transporter which moved it took six 
hours to complete that short trip [Music] at the pad astronaut scott irwin and warden will blast off late in july 
scott and irwin got into the small specially built car today they will drive on the moon and steered it onto a 
make believe moon with a sandy surface dotted with craters rocks and rails but about halfway through the 
exercise their electric motor failed later they demonstrated the tools they will use on the moon at one point 
irwin dug a trench in the side of a crater and remarked gosh it looks like seashells does that mean there was 
water here once scott answered profound discovery you made there erwin haunted the countdown of apollo 
15 to give ground crews a rest before the liftoff phase tomorrow the count will resume at 10 34 eastern time 
tonight and the liftoff is scheduled for 9 34 tomorrow morning the tower around the rocket has had a time with 
lightning over 400 feet high it's a natural lightning rod and has been hit 11 times since june 14th it of course 
rounds the electricity john it's been raining here most evenings for the past few days in true tropical style but 
tonight as so far the sky above marching pad 39a is clear although there are clouds in the area the earlier 
threat of a strike by lightning caused the nasa people to alter the schedule a bit that big tower structure you 
see just to the right of the rocket the mobile service tower is being pulled 
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the mobile service tower is being pulled back later than normal the tower is where the lightning rod is and 
that will be out of the way later tonight but we should emphasize that this was the most minor kind of 
predictable problem in a countdown sequence which is proceeding as far as we can tell almost perfectly the 
astronauts are taking it easy they are in excellent health and they're going to bed tonight at 8 o'clock this 
morning david scott the mission commander and james irwin the lunar module commander made some final 
practice runs in the test model of the lunar rover the rover weighs 470 pounds costs 8 million dollars and 
proves that wherever man goes in the universe the wheel is sure to follow and the kennedy space center 
kate kennedy is beginning to fill up again with the people who come here from all over the country to watch 
rockets head for the moon this is what it looks like now at the press site a place so quiet that you can hear 
the wind blowing across the scrub pine tomorrow it will be jammed and noisy and the sound we presume will 
be capped by the gigantic concussion of that saturn rocket lifting more than six million pounds of weight off 


the pad the presumption here the assumption here is that apollo 15 will go on schedule the weather 
tomorrow morning is expected to be good as the weather was this morning and soon they will start fueling 
the rocket the mission of apollo 15 is to stay longer on the moon than anyone has ever to do more work there 
almost all of its scientific work and to return to the earth after a journey of 12 days and now it looks as though 
it will start on time frank nbc news will begin coverage of the apollo 15 mission with the today show at 7 
eastern time tomorrow morning and in the days that follow we will bring you all the interesting and important 
events including naturally there are three motor trips on the surface of the moon good evening apollo 15 was 
launched toward the moon today from cape kennedy 
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today from cape kennedy just a fraction of a second after the scheduled moment of 9 34 am eastern time 
now there appears to be a malfunction in the engine of the command ship it could be real or the signal could 
be wrong in any event the astronauts plan to check it out later tonight by attempting to fire up the engine the 
space agency stressed the fact that the trouble is minor and that the men are in no danger although there is 
the very small possibility there could be no moon landing but if the malfunction does not exist or if it is 
overcome astronaut scott and irwin will take their first walk on the moon saturday morning john apollo 15 is 
on the way after a virtually flawless launch here at cape kennedy the weather was just about perfect and 
most of the time the countdown was ahead of schedule there are at least a few hundred thousand parts 
which have to work to get a spaceship like this off the ground and they all did at 9 34 this morning less than 
one second off the schedule time the saturn v lifted off and this is what that looked like and nine eight ignition 
sequence start engines on five a.m eastern daylight time [Laughter] 
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so so far in this flight the three astronauts scott worton and irwin seemed relaxed and very much in control of 
things out in space this afternoon they carried out a maneuver called transposition and docking transposition 
and docking involved several things the command module service module and lunar module hooked together 
first separated from the s4b the final stage of their launching rocket at this point they are heading for the 
moon having been set on that course by a final blast from the s4b's engine then the command and service 
module made a kind of a u-turn several thousand miles out in space to dock with the lunar module the lamp 
once docked they can open the door and get in the lamp so the spacecraft carrying a human crew is ona 
path for the moon where man's fourth landing on the lunar surface is to be made this friday the feeling here 
at the cape today is a mixture of several things pride that the launch was such a textbook success sadness 
that there will be only two more apollo flights and then no more trips to the moon some bitterness that this is 
happening just when they've really learned how to make it work and anxiety about jobs and careers when the 
apollo program ends next year so it was a fine launch but it got a mixed reaction frank if and when they get 
out of their lunar landing ship on saturday morning the astronauts will do some walking of course but this 
time they'll do some driving as well in a specially designed car which cost 
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in a specially designed car which cost eight million dollars in which they intend to drive for a total of about 22 
miles altogether and they'll leave it on the moon when they return to earth spacecraft this afternoon and the 
decision was made immediately to continue their flight to the moon there is a short circuit in the electrical 
system it causes a light on the spacecraft instrument panel to flash a signal that the engine is firing when in 
fact it is not the test this afternoon proved they could get around all this by ignoring the signal and so they will 
and continue with a normal mission that will land them on the moon a little past six o'clock eastern time friday 
that decision pleased the crew and the controllers in houston the problem showed up early in the flight 
mission controllers worked all night to figure out what to do about it there are hundreds of switches and lights 
on the control panel of the apollo one of a set of switches apparently was shorted an important switch that 
turns on the controls of the big rocket engine the astronauts were not in danger but unless the problem was 
solved they would not be able to land on the moon the engineers figured out a makeshift procedure that they 


thought would fire the engine correctly on command this afternoon the astronauts tried it and it worked which 
brought about this exchange between joseph allen in mission control and david scott that burn was exactly 
what we wanted to see we'll proceed with the normal mission oh that's nice to hear i'm a smooth talker well 
i'm glad you guys doing there because i got all my math that's gonna happen hadley of course is the target 
site on the ball david scott and james irwin have now been cleared to start working on their lunar module to 
make sure that it's ready for landing there on friday roy neal nbc news houston the cost of the apollo 15 
moon mission is 445 million dollars 
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mission is 445 million dollars the cost of the switch that put it in jeopardy is four hundred dollars yeah russian 
newspapers and television stations are giving courteous and even-handed treatment to the apollo story and 
komsomolskaya practice said today we must sincerely wish that the mission of the astronauts be completely 
successful the russians have two unmanned spaceships heading for mars they may try for a landing there 
and it was reported today from moscow that the ships are on schedule and doing well the american ship 
mariner 9 also unmanned will arrive in the martian sky about the same time as the russian ships previous 
flyers had noticed that when the cave the space cabin was dark and they had their eyes closed they saw 
what they described as starburst so scott irwin and worden spent most of an hour describing what they saw 
with their eyes closed for the benefit of scientists some believe the light streaks are caused by cosmic rays 
penetrating the spacecraft reaching the crewman's brains and then triggering an image in the eye that 
appears to be a burst of light otherwise the day was uneven men of apollo 15 fired themselves into a 
lopsided orbit around the moon and got their first look at the lunar surface they were impressed one of them 
david scott said it's absolutely mind-boggling apollo 15 was behind the moon when the astronauts fired up 
their rocket engine to go into lunar orbit so mission control was out of contact that's the engine controlled by 
a faulty switch that created such a problem early in the flight so there were anxious minutes in the control 
room until the spacecraft came out from behind the moon and contact was re-established endeavor is on 
station with cargo at what a fantastic site beautiful news romantic isn't it oh this is really profound i'll tell you 
it's fantastic that's a beautiful job up there i don't think we'll have any trouble at 
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i don't think we'll have any trouble at all trying to do things for you for six days good enough so the rocket 
engine worked well apollo 15 15's in a good orbit around the moon the next major maneuver will be made 
tonight with the same engine to put them into a low orbit one that dips down to within less than 10 miles of 
the lunar surface there the crew hopes to get some rest in preparation for landing near hadley real tomorrow 
roy neal nbc news houston if you set this flight a loose electrical cord delayed the separation of the moon 
landing ship the falcon from the command ship the endeavor but command module pilot alfred wharton 
restored the connection and the two spacecraft separated then at 6 16 eastern time this evening scott and 
irvin landed on the moon and these were the final moments of their descent 15 400 minus 14. 1566 okay 300 
feet minus 11. minus 11 250 minus 11 9 fuel 200 minus 11 150 minus seven minus six 120 feet minus six 
they'll get from rest minus five 100 feet at five nine percent fuel minus five eighty five and a three sixty at 
three fifty at three five pointers look good forty at three thirty three 
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minus one minus one six percent fuel ten feet minus one eight feet minus one contact apartment landing ship 
perched at the foot of the towering aponine mountain range on the north central face of the moon their target 
was a small basin near a canyon called hadley real this morning as apollo 15 skinned blow over the lunar 
surface the astronauts televised pictures of the landing area here we come up on the ridges on the west side 
of ceratos just at the foothills of the uh had the ability and uh you can see there is there is some relief as we 
look back to the south there there is some very distinct relationship in the uh shore of serenity with some 
wrinkle ridges that follow the contour heads of what uh look like fairly distinct argument reels that also follow 
the contour i think when we get up very close here now you can see in the field of view there right now it's a 


little bit it looks like it might be uh some sort of a collapsed lava tube and you can also see uh down in here 
the the mooring material looks like it's pooling in the in the foothills of the mountains and in some places you 
can even see what appears to be a frozen shoreline so to speak beautiful in a little while scott will open the 
hatch of the falcon look out and describe the scene the object is to determine exactly where the limb landed 
in relation to the wraps and craters that he and irwin will explore during the next three days and nbc will 
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during the next three days and nbc will cover it all starting at nine eastern time tomorrow morning scott james 
irwin and command pilot alfred worden are back together again they will hang around the moon for a couple 
of days and splash down in the pacific on saturday earlier today scott and irwin took another ride on the 
moon collecting rocks before they flew up into space and we haven't seen to the bottom i think we'll get a 
chance for it that's scott on the slippery surface hang on here let's go down and get the bedrock here hit the 
bedrock here okay this is near hadley they went down into hadley rail he said go today the bedrock i think we 
got to try and get if we can because this sure looks like a bedrock to me i looked up the real we're down the 
rail to the south and it's just a one great big massive layer of the same kind of bright middle debris on the 
order of meters quite well around it yeah but the way it bothers me but look to the north there yeah and 
there's a flat area there it looks like it might be the top of the bay of rock and those blocks are seem to be 
slightly yeah i see what you're talking about come on down here let's get the fly go for one of these boulders 
go back to the rover and uh back at the lamb david scott became a postmaster on the moon i'm very proud 
to have the opportunity here to play postman and pull out a cancellation device cancel this stamp there's uh 
august the 2nd 1971 first day of issue that could be a better place to cancel the stamp than right here is 
gently real then they got back in the limb 
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got back in the limb and ready for a very quick takeoff the falcon spaceship lifted off the moon today in a 
couple of seconds looking for all the world like a wind-up spring-driven toy for those of you who missed this 
here it is again the docking went uneventfully that's the moon as seen from the command ship and here is 
the lamb the lunar module coming closer to the command ship you look carefully you may be able to see an 
astronaut here simultaneously an iron ball and a wooden ball thus proving to his satisfaction that 
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thus proving to his satisfaction that two bodies of different weights will fall equally fast but galileo had his 
trouble with the authorities who pointed out that a feather doesn't drop as fast as a cannonball galileo thought 
air resistance had something to do with the slowness of the feather but he couldn't prove it today on the 
airless moon astronaut david scott did a little something for galileo galilei well in my left hand i have a feather 
and my right hand a hammer i guess one of the reasons we got here today was because of a gentleman 
named galileo a long time ago who made a rather significant discovery about falling objects and gravity fields 
and we thought that uh where would be a better place to confirm his uh findings and on the moon and so we 
thought we'd try it here for you the feather happens to be appropriately a falcon feather for our falcon and i'll 
uh drop the two of them here and hopefully they'll hit the ground at the same time how about that mr galileo 
was correct how about that good night david good night john thank you and good night for nbc news because 
the spaceship has to remain sealed in all it is thought to have been a hugely successful trip achieving 
everything they intended and more scientists here at the mann spacecraft center don't usually show much 
emotion but today they were already calling the exploration of apollo 15 fantastic and they said it could take 
several years to fully assess the variety of material and data which the astronauts are bringing back or which 
has been sent back by radio signal among the most important accomplishments so far is the 10 feet deep 
core sample which will show for the first time what exactly lies that far beneath the moon's surface but what 
is causing the greatest 
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but what is causing the greatest excitement here are two discoveries one is layering or stratification of the 
peaks along the athenian range layering had been expected in the walls of hadley real but not in the 
mountains scientists had thought that the moon surface features have been formed by a single lava flow at 
least until yesterday scots and irwin's discoveries show that there were probably several lava flows which 
built up the moon's surface in layers the other important discovery was crystalline rock along the slope of the 
apennine range when colonel scott first saw these rocks he said i think we found what we came for those 
rocks scientists believe is the material the moon was formed from originally and probably unchanged since 
the formation of the solar system itself garrett got the nbc news at the mann spacecraft center houston in the 
pacific south of hawaii late saturday hello home with the park status queen roger sounds good that's how the 
word was received in mission control the apollo 15 astronauts were on course for earth after six days on and 
around the moon shortly before the big engine was fired to get them out of lunar orbit they ejected a small 78 
pound satellite about the size of a rural mailbox it will stay in lunar orbit sending back still more scientific 
information about the moon for more than a year earlier in the day mission control turned on the camera that 
the apollo 15 astronauts had left behind them on the moon at first the camera sent back good pictures of the 
scientific station they called boot hill and of the lower stage of the falcon spacecraft then after 12 minutes it 
failed so these are the last pictures we will see from the camera that showed the astronauts lunar excursions 
this means scientists will not be able to observe a solar eclipse from the moon as they had hoped instead the 
astronauts on the way to earth will try to look back with another 
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will try to look back with another television camera on board the endeavor to show the eclipse the next major 
event will take place tomorrow morning at 11 30 eastern time when astronaut al worden plans to put on his 
spacesuit and get out of the cabin to retrieve some film packages from the cameras outside the endeavor 
films that have all the high resolution photographs shot while apollo 15 was orbiting the moon that will be the 
first time an astronaut has tried to walk in deep space roy neal nbc news houston pacific late saturday 
afternoon they will talk to newsmen on earth on their way home tomorrow and perhaps beam back television 
pictures of moon and earth today for the first time since liftoff the spotlight was on the command ship pilot 
alfred warden he had flown alone around the moon for three days while david scott and james irvin explored 
the surface worden performed the first so-called deep space walk apollo 15 was about 170 000 nautical 
miles from earth when the endeavor television camera sent back a picture of the first of three hand over 
hand trips along the command and service module a tether kept warden from drifting off into space as he 
floated back to inspect spacecraft instruments and to retrieve more than a mile of panoramic and mapping 
film of the moon surface wooden's heartbeat increased during the excursion but he did the job quickly 
chewing none of the exhaustion which has beset other space walkers irwin's heart rate 116 scots 71. so 
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okay you ready guys all right gordon's heart rate 85 now the apollo 15 astronauts have passed the halfway 
mark on their way home but they still have about 120 000 miles to go they are well their spacecraft is 
performing well and scientists talk in glowing terms of what they call a rich harvest of new knowledge 
coincidentally with apollo's return there was a lunar eclipse this afternoon these occur every year so when a 
full moon passes completely within the earth's shadow the astronauts pointed their television camera out the 
spacecraft window and this is what they saw opposing the side that's slowly coming into elimination at the 
present time and you'll possibly get more and more of the lunar surface to expose the sunlight as we go 
along here the picture you have uh is really pretty good for what we see because there's very little 
illumination on the move and the only way we uh get the cockpit lights down reasonably low and they get 
updated with it can we see the definition so it's really not a bad picture mission control pointed out that the 
astronauts had seen the lunar eclipse twice as big as anyone before them in this same television 
transmission the astronauts turned the camera on themselves and answered reporters questions relayed by 
mission control this last week we have shared scores of exciting moments with you which single moment 
would you most like to live again and is there any moment which you would 
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and is there any moment which you would never like to repeat [Music] well i guess we all probably have a 
different idea on uh which would be the most exciting moment of the fight and maybe we'll just run through it 
one at a time i guess the most impressive moment i could remember is standing up on hadley mountain 
hadley delta and looking back at the plane and seeing the layout with the real and mount hadley and the 
whole big picture of what one swoop and i think we've got some pictures for you from up there and i believe 
the tv was running at the same time and i think that was uh probably the most impressive sight that i've ever 
seen yeah i guess i'd have uh uh sort of two events occurred uh which were exciting uh for different reasons 
and uh i guess they were really kind of the highlights of uh of the fight for me one was right after illinois we 
got our first look at the move and uh it was a fantastic spectacular sight and the other i guess was uh what 
the i uh burned uh so beautifully and right after pei that was an awfully good feeling okay well i guess uh 
there were a great many uh new thrills for me and the one that was most impressive though was the liftoff 
began the flight and i knew that i was going into space after a few years of waiting and training and then as 
far as the event that i would not like to repeat again probably the the time when i fell down in front of the tv 
when we were deploying the rover ground control asked the astronauts to conduct a television tour of their 
spacecraft but they quickly begged off too much trouble they said to move around 175 pounds of rocks and 
everything else they have crammed inside rocks instruments and spacecraft are due for a splashdown in the 
pacific north of hawaii tomorrow afternoon 
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hawaii tomorrow afternoon 4 46 eastern time and of course we will bring you live television coverage 


END 


